June 2011 Meeting Minutes

Our June Meetings were held on June 29th and June 30th. Here are the meeting minutes:

Wednesday’s Morning meeting had 2 parents in attendance, and Thursday’s afternoon meeting had 4 parents. The following topics were discussed:
 Parents are excited about Mrs. Rochelle having the “family room” in her office
       Parents want to know about what services Mrs. Rochelle offers
       Parents want to be a part of decision making, like voting on uniform color changes, or school year changes, or things that affect their kids, they want to have a vote and be heard
       Parents are divided on the welcoming feeling of the school. While some parents feel they can just walk in at any time, others feel they need an appointment because they feel it’s a formal environment. This difference is due to the difference in the child’s classroom teacher, some are more warm and open than others
       Mr. Morgan brought up the point that we need to take the time to find out what the occupations or hobbies are of the parents in the school and utilize them by their strengths. For instance, if you are doing a health lesson and you know a parent is a nurse, invite them in to teach about health. If they are good at a sport, invite them to a field day event etc. to show parents that you care to build those personal relationships
       Mr. Morgan shared that at the last school his children attended, the parents were required to commit to volunteering through an enrollment contract. With the enrollment process was a form where parents had to sign up for a certain number of school events or classroom activities to participate in. If they did not show up to their activity, they had to make up the hours by signing up for another event. He thought we should try that here.
       Parents want to get emails and texts for constant communication. They want the website updated daily, so they are kept up to date. They want their child’s teacher to be able to call them at any time and update them on their child’s behavior/progress or just to give them school info
       Parents want personal relationships with teachers. They want to feel comfortable calling or stopping in and having an informal conversation on a friendly basis and they want to know a lot about the teacher, and their want the teacher to know a lot about them
       Parents have trouble keeping up with clean uniforms. They wish the students could have “play clothes” for outside because grass stains and holes ruin many expensive uniform pants and with many kids its hard to keep up with
       Parents are interested in having a uniform swap in the summer so that if you have newer clothes that your kids grew out of, they can swap with other families to save money. They also are interested in contacting community stores or organizations to find discounted rates on uniforms or donations for those families who may need that
       Parents appreciate the split meeting times of having the morning meeting and the evening meeting to fit their schedules
       Parents want to be utilized for their areas of strength. They want to give, just don’t know where or when
       Parents want more informal school activities, similar to Pinnacle pride night where they can meet other families and talk and get to know other families in the school
 
*The teachers of the PTT want to thank everyone in attendance for sharing their ideas and are taking all of these points into consideration. One of our first steps is to set up a uniform swap so that parents can bring in gently used uniforms that their children have grown out of, and trade it for a different size uniform from another family. We are working on the dates and times for uniform drop-off. Please look forward to updates on this and other exciting things!

Parents: please update us with your cell phone numbers and email addresses. We can use these things to have a faster communication system with you!
